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LabEx ITEM – INNOVATION ET TERRITOIRE DE MONTAGNE (Innovation and Mountain 
Territories) – International Symposium, 11 to 13 January 2017, Cité des territoires, 
Université Grenoble-Alpes, France 

Mountain regions, territories of innovation 

What does the future hold for mountain regions, bearing in mind that they are first in 
line faced with changes in climate and in the relationships between societies and nature? 
New opportunities are opening up in the midst of today's diversity of aspirations and 
the resource crisis. Transitions, alternatives, reproduction, normalisation, 
marginalisation: these multiple paths cannot merely be reduced to crisis philosophies or 
trivialisation. Rather, they prompt us to observe how the endogenous and exogenous 
processes of change and adaptation are transforming mountain regions, from the 
perspective of both the environment and that of organisations, or in terms of meanings 
and symbolic values: what role in innovation at the local and regional levels (and their 
links)? Which meanings and visions of the mountain are at issue in the light of change? 
And what kind of territories emerge from these transitions? Mid-way through an 
extensive multidisciplinary research programme, LabEx Innovation and Mountain 
Territories seeks to explore and debate these questionings, and to open its fields of 
study and its topics to a theoretical and empirical confrontation. Indeed, beyond merely 
having knowledge about the dynamics of these unique sites, at issue is understanding 
what they tell us about the spatial aspect of change processes. 

By federating research conducted on mountain regions in human and social sciences 
within the Grenoble-Alpes University Community, LabEx ITEM's project is to conduct a 
social, economic and cultural analysis of innovation in this specific territorial context. In 
terms of socio-economic issues, mountain regions have long been considered as 
territories in difficulty, isolated from development clusters and thus requiring 
compensatory policies. They are currently experiencing a dual development, with highly 
attractive areas that require regulation on the one hand, and socially vulnerable areas 
affected by economic difficulties on the other. The mountain region thus lends itself to 
an investigation into its capacity for generating fresh impetus to recover from a crisis, or 
mobilising new resources in today's post-industrial environment.  

The attractiveness of mountain regions hinges on their facilities and environmental 
specificities, which place them at the crossroads of new tourist, residential and 
ecological demands. Environmental quality appears to represent a resource which, 
when linked to a fragile environment, requires the introduction of specific forms of 
regulation and suitable governance. Mountain regions are therefore at the forefront of 
the implementation of sustainable societies, economies and politics. 

In terms of climate issues, mountain regions are particularly exposed to the effects of 
global warming and the uncertainties of strong variations in rainfall patterns. Often 
driven solely by tourism, the mountain's economy creates or increases the vulnerability 
of certain regions, whatever the season. The specificities of the natural environment 
may increase risks associated with climate change, not only for the inhabitants, but also 
for the surrounding regions: flooding, landslides, glacial melting, etc. As such, the 
mountain region represents both a change observatory, and a possible demonstrator of 
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preventive, protective or corrective measures.In terms of international issues, mountain 
regions are a subject recognised by political communities and scientific bodies: 
International Year of Mountains (2002), Alpine Convention, citizen networks (CIPRA), 
cooperation programmes (Interreg Alpine Space), “mountain” policies and laws, etc. 
This political construction now benefits from fresh impetus via the macro-regional 
strategy, which places mountain regions at the heart of political and territorial concerns 
that present a major challenge for the future of Europe: regional restructuring in a 
context of sustainability, governance of intermediate levels, linkage between urban 
hubs/natural spaces, north-south routes, definition of joint assets, construction of cross-
border territorial identities, etc. The diversity and breadth of the scientific, 
environmental, political, social and economic issues lead us to approach the mountain as 
a laboratory area, where societal problems with a global dimension are particularly 
acute.  

The question of innovation in its territorial dimension – key for LabEx – is broached in 
order to grasp the processes of change and adjustment by crossing the long and short 
term in a multi-scale approach, where ecological, economic and social systems are 
interdependent.  

Goals of the symposium 

 Understanding and shedding light on the development trajectories of mountain 
territories in a context of transition. This infers a wide field of questions on adaptation to 
change, historically and with regard to global change, over the long and short term. 
Papers may thus highlight the diversity of the forms of response and transformation, and 
provide greater knowledge of change mechanisms and processes, particularly in their 
territorial dimensions.  

 The weight of territorial factors. The different types of innovation may be questioned in 
terms of the mountain resources whose value they enhance, and their local impacts. This 
may lead to a comparison with other peripheral situations in order to analyse their 
context and dynamics, particularly in terms of specific forms of employment such as 
multi-jobbing.  

 The local-global relationship in its political or cultural dimensions. The mountain 
region's place and role in innovation can be considered in the power relationship 
between endogenous and exogenous dynamics. In the past, we have seen that local 
innovations have often been refuted or exploited, and that contributions considered as 
being modern (tourism, industry) have been thought of as exogenous by diminishing the 
endogenous contributions. This in turn has fostered interpretations in terms of 
dominance and cultural integration. The hypothesis of the innovative mountain region 
thus requires us to cast a fresh look at the past in order to demonstrate its originality 
and allow complex forms of blending to emerge, or conversely, to interpret local changes 
through the spatial and cultural inequalities that they produce.  

 In this same vein, the question of change concerns territorial restructuring. Global 
transitions, often interpreted as a loss of singularity, lead us to question the issues or 
values that form the common thread between cities and mountain regions, and the tools 
and institutions that help to manage inter-relational spaces and inter-territoriality. This 
questioning can be extended to the mountain region's overall social and political status. 

 We can observe developments at the Alpine Arc level that go beyond former national 
fragmentations or contemporary urban fragmentations. “Mountainness” and “alpinity” 
provide a basis for mobilisation around diverse and uncertain issues, from sectoral 
stakeholder networks and citizen advocate networks to the macro-regional strategy in 
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place. This build-up and this institutional innovation must be analysed in terms of their 
different methods and dynamics. 

 We can also observe internal specialisation processes (which, although hardly new, are 
being reconstructed) between areas dedicated to nature, tourist areas with a high 
economic development potential, and “low-amenity” areas: what then remains of rural 
and pastoral life? Is a new vulnerability map unfolding based on wealth “spots” which 
attract/generate a new form of precariousness, valleys that offer refuge and 
opportunities to marginalised populations, and sparsely populated areas characterised 
by their ageing population? 

 The emergence of a new development paradigm based on the energy and ecological 
transition or the “third industrial revolution” (J. Rifkin) questions the assets and 
resources of mountain regions in this emerging model. Recreational activities, the 
residential economy, ecosystem services and new forms of multi-jobbing are opening up 
new avenues for the creation of value, but, by the same token, account for new 
interpretations of the value of spaces. The vulnerability of this space along with its 
emblematic value create a sense of urgency that commands attention. Problems in terms 
of mobility, habitat and energy, and risks are thus particularly prominent in this context. 
Do these phenomena reflect new cultural and economic relationships with the 
environment that could make it a hotbed of innovation? Under what conditions? And 
with what societal impacts? 

The question of mountain specificity looms in the background behind these different 
points. Is this relationship with the environment special in terms of constraints, 
vulnerabilities or resources? The diverse possible responses involve the status of 
mountain regions in this changing society: can this former peripheral area become an 
area of alternative development? This position engages the territoriality of individuals 
and societies, real or imagined, ideological or emotional. Mountain specificity also harks 
back to the natural environment: does climate change take on a particular form in this 
context? Does it have a greater impact on peripheral areas given the phenomena 
associated with slopes, gravity or water movement? Could the public interest which the 
mountain represents in this instance turn into a global threat for downstream regions?  

Call for scientific papers 

Proposals will be selected following a dual assessment in consideration of the following: 
originality of the subject matter, quality of the argument developed, theoretical and 
methodological significance, and potential for comparison. We encourage presentations 
that place territories into perspective and compare them with other equally sensitive 
and vulnerable territories in the face of global change: coastal territories, insular 
territories, sparsely-populated territories, extreme climates, etc. 

Papers may also adopt methodological or theoretical perspectives, for example on 
research practices and methods. Furthermore, the integrated approach called for by the 
territory and the understanding of relationships between human and environmental 
transformations require the use of multi or interdisciplinary procedures and the 
introduction of new observation systems. Papers may thus consider the epistemological 
consequences of the analysis of territorial transformation, and discuss tools, initiatives 
and innovative methods.  

http://www.labexitem.fr/en


 

- 4 - 

 

Submission 

Papers may be held in English or French. Paper proposals should be written in the same 
language and registered exclusively on the event website ( http://labex-item.insight-
outside.fr/colloque-innovation-montagne/ ) 

Proposals should be between 3500 and 5000 characters (excluding bibliography). 

Schedule of the call 

1st step 
 Submission of paper proposals no later than 27 June 2016 ; exclusively via the event 

website. 

 Notification to authors will be given electronically in mid- September 2016. 

2nd step 

 Submission before October 31, 2016 by a summary in French and English (between 

800 and 1000 characters, including spaces) that will be incorporated in the program 

and distributed at the opening of the symposium. 

The accepted papers will be filed in the HAL UGA – LabEx ITEM open archives. The value 
of works will be highlighted through their publication (with a selection of papers) in 
thematic review issues (for certain sessions) or in the LabEx electronic review entitled 
"Les carnets du LabEx ITEM" / "LabEx ITEM logs". 

List of thematic sessions: 

Workshops and thematic sessions are open to further explore certain issues. They are 
not exclusive; proposals for papers may or may not be featured.  

 S1: Innovating to cross through, innovating by crossing through 

 S2: Valley floors and high-altitude areas: reinterpreting territorial construction and land 

value dynamics 

 S3: Transformative social innovations in mountain territories 

 S4: Territorial labelling: holding onto heritage and innovating? Putting "distinction" to the 

test of time 

 S5: Protected mountain areas: territories as an interface between science and management 

 S6: Media mountains: human bodies and genders stories 

 S7: Mountains and Metropolis, reciprocal peripheral resources? 

 S8: Winter sports resorts. What dynamics between globalisation and territorialisation?  

 S9: Representing mountain regions. Images and maps to influence the territories 

 S10: Sport and tourism in mountain facing the challenges of socio-economic, climatic and 

technological changes 
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Organisational committee 

Marie-Christine Fourny, responsable scientifique du LabEx ITEM ; Malek Bouhaouala, 
référent valorisation du LabEx ITEM ; Philippe Bourdeau, référent international du 
LabEx ITEM ; Arnaud Cosson (IRSTEA UR DTM), Christophe Gauchon,  Anne-Marie 
Granet-Abisset (LARHRA Grenoble), Amina Chbani ; Vincent Rauzier ; Stéphanie 
Rouanet ; Sophie Tocreau 

Session organisational committee 

Isabelle Arpin (IRTSEA UR DTM) ; Michaël Attali (VIP&S, Rennes) ; Raffaela Balzarini 
(INRIA Grenoble) Karine Basset (LARHRA Grenoble) ; Arnaud Cosson (IRSTEA UR DTM) 
; Anne Dalmasso (LARHRA Grenoble) Sylvie Duvillard (PACTE) ; Nicolas Kada (CRJ) ; 
Kirsten Koop (PACTE) ; Romain Lajarge (PACTE) ; Pierre-Antoine Landel (PACTE) ; Luigi 
Lorenzetti (Accademia di architettura, Università della Svizzera italiana) ; Sophie 
Louargant (PACTE) ; Manfred Perlik (Université de Berne) Véronique Peyrache-Gadeau 
(EDYTEM), Thomas Scheurer (ISCAR) ; Kevin Sutton (PACTE) ; Emmanuelle George-
Marcelpoil (IRSTEA UR DTM) 

The Scientific Council: 

 François BARQUE, Lecturer in Public Law, Université Grenoble-Alpes (France) 

 Natalia BAZOGE, Lecturer STAPS, Université Grenoble-Alpes (France) 

 Rachel BOCQUET, Professor of Economy, Université Savoie-Mont-Blanc (France) 

 Malek BOUHAOULA, Lecturer STAPS, Université de Grenoble-Alpes (France) 

 Said BOUJROUF, Professor of Geography, University Cadi Ayyad, Marrakech 

(Morocco) 

 Philippe BOURDEAU, Professor of Geography, Université Grenoble-Alpes 

(France) 

 Christophe CLIVAZ, Professor at the Institute of Geography and Sustainability , 

University of Lausanne (Switzerland) 

 Claude COURLET, Professor of Economics Université Grenoble-Alpes (France) 

 Arnaud COSSON, Institute for Engineering Agriculture and Environment Centre 

of Grenoble, Unit Mountains Territorial Development (France) 

 Olivier CREVOISIER, Professor of territorial and institutional at the Institute of 

Sociology of the University of Neuchatel (Switzerland) 

 Anne DALMASSO, Contemporary History Professor, Université Grenoble-Alpes 

(France) 

 Bernard DEBARBIEUX, Professor of cultural and political geography and 

regional planning at the University of Geneva (Switzerland) 

 Bernard DELAY, Ecologist, President of the Biodiversity Foundation and former 

Director of the Institute for Ecology and Environment (INEE) of the CNRS 

(France) 

 René FAVIER, Professor of Modern History, Université Grenoble-Alpes (France) 

 Véronique FAVRE-BONTE, Lecturer in Management, Université Savoie-Mont-

Blanc (France) 
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 Michel FERRARY, Professor of human resources management, University of 

Geneva (Switzerland) 

 Christophe GAUCHON, Professor of Geography, Université Savoie-Mont-Blanc 

(France) 

 Emmanuelle GEORGE-MARCELPOIL, Institute for Engineering Agriculture and 

Environment Centre of Grenoble, Unit Mountains Territorial Development 

(France) 

 Anne-Marie GRANET-ABISSET, Professor of Contemporary History, Université 

Grenoble-Alpes (France) 

 Laurent JALABERT, Professor of Contemporary History, Université de Pau et des 

Pays de l’Adour (France) 

 Nicolas KADA, Professor of Public Law, Université Grenoble-Alpes (France) 

 Med KECHIDI, Professor of Management, Université Grenoble-Alpes (France) 

 Lionel LASLAZ, Lecturer in Geography, Université Savoie-Mont-Blanc (France) 

 Luigi LORENZETTI, LabiSAlp Director, Academy of Architecture of Mendrisio 

(Switzerland) 

 Pascale MARCOTTE, Professor of sociology, Université de Laval (Canada) 

 Luca MOCARELLI, Professor of Economical History , Universita’ degli Studi di 

Milano Bicocca (Italy) 

 Jean-Pierre MOUNET, Lecturer in sociology and ecology, Université Grenoble-

Alpes (France) 

 Véronique PEYRACHE-GADEAU, Lecturer in Economics, Université of Savoie-

Mont-Blanc (France) 

 Martin PRICE, Centre for Mountain Studies, Perth College UHI (Scotland) 

 Laurent RIEUTORT, Professor of Geography, Université Blaise Pascal Clermont-

Ferrand (France) 

 Thomas SCHEURER, ICAS, Alpine Network of Protected Areas: needs, activities, 

cooperation of the National Park Research Board, Swiss Academy of Natural 

Sciences 

 Laurent TISSOT, Professor of economic and social history at the University of 

Neuchâtel (Switzerland) 

 François WALTER, Professor Emeritus of History at the University of Geneva 

(Switzerland) 
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